
4. 
Walk Pwllpeiran

A short circular walk through open 
countryside and forestry, easy terrain

Walk Details
Time : 3 hours   Distance : 4. 5 miles

Grid Reference : SN 765, 765 

Points of Interest
A. Pwllpeiran
Pwllpeiran is a name long associated with 

pioneering agricultural change and 

development in the Welsh uplands. 

Originally part of Thomas Johnes’ Hafod 

Estate it then became a centre for the Cahn 

Hill Improvement Scheme under Sir George 

Stapleton in the 1930’s before becoming a 

Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food 

Experimental Farm in 1955. This walk was 

created by the farm’s staff in 2001 as a 

permissive trail. The trail gives exciting views 

over the Hafod Estate and the upper Ystwyth 

valley.

B. Gelmast
Established in 1803 by Thomas Johnes, the 

former owner of the nearby Hafod Estate, 

Gelmast Farm was also known as “new 

farm” and was designed to showcase Johnes’

C. The Arch
Now a Forestry Commission picnic site, 

the area takes its name from the old stone 

arch which spans the highest point of the 

old turnpike road. The Arch was erected in 

1809 -10 by Thomas Johnes, formerly the 

owner of the nearby Hafod Estate, to mark 

King George III’s Golden Jubilee. Today a car 

park, with picnic area. Three forest walks 

catering for all tastes, offering views of the 

surrounding Cambrian mountains start from 

here.

 

ideas on grassland management,

stocking and dairying. The layout of the 

buildings can still be seen today, with the two 

storey symmetrical Georgian Farm house 

in the middle, on the right the kitchen and 

wash house, followed by a long cow barn. 

To the left of the farm house, a hay barn and 

a large barn which originally had five bays 

intended for storing grain during the 

threat of the Napoleonic wars. Behind the 

buildings, the beech trees which Johnes 

planted as a shelter belt, can still be seen.

 



1. From the Arch car park cross the main 

road and turn right. Shortly afterwards take 

the gate on your left and bear left uphill,

following the track through the field keeping 

the forestry on your left.

2. Follow the way-marking along the track 

keeping the forestry on your left.

3. Following the obvious track, climb 

upwards and then downwards.

4. You will shortly arrive at a viewing point 

with a seat. Catch your breath and enjoy 

the fantastic views of Cwmystwyth and the 

Upper Ystwyth Valley. Continue along the 

track crossing the necessary stiles.

5. Continue along the track bearing right to 

another stile. Descend down towards the 

bottom of the valley and the forested area 

ahead. Use the way-markers.

6. On joining a minor road take the stile or 

gate straight ahead and bear right towards 

the far right hand corner. Cross the stream

via the footbridge and the stile back onto the 

minor road bearing left. 

7. Immediately cross the Nant Peiran 

stream and bear left through the gate/stile. 

Follow the track along the edge of the 

woodland, passing the back of Pwllpeiran 

Farm.

8. Bear right climbing up, cross two stiles to 

bring you to the highway. 

9. Cross the minor road and take the stile into 

the field ahead, follow the track uphill and to 

the left. Use the gateway / stile ahead and 

follow the track around and up to your right.

10. Continue walking up hill towards the 

way-marker, then bear right, cross another 

stile and bear left up the steep bank. On 

reaching the top there is another spectacular 

viewing point and convenient seat with 

fantastic 360° views.

11. From here descend down and bear left, 

you can see the stile and the minor road you

are heading towards. 

12. On reaching the minor road bear left and 

continue along it.

13. Take a left turn along the track into 

the forest. Cross two footbridges as you 

continue along the track following the 

way-marking until you reach Gelmast Farm.

14. Continue following the path around 

the side of the house and farm buildings. 

Walk through two walker friendly gates and 

eventually back into the forest following the 

track which leads you back to the Arch and 

your start point.
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