
5. 
Discover the 

Rheidol Valley
A walk along the upper and lower 

sections of the southern side of the Rheidol 
Valley.  Spectacular views with steep sections

Walk Details
Time : 6 hours   Distance : 10 miles
Start Grid Reference : SN 735 770   

Points of Interest
A. Rheidol Hydro 
Electric Scheme
Opened in 1964 the Rheidol Hydroelectric 

Power Station is fed by a network of 

reservoirs and watercourses that extract 

and discharge water into and out of the 

River Rheidol.  It is the largest hydroelectric 

power generator in Wales with a capacity of 

56MW which is enough energy for 12,350 

homes. Rheidol Hydroelectric scheme is 

currently operated by the Norwegian 

company Statkraft. 

B. Cwm Rheidol Lead 
Mine remains 
Both sides of the Rheidol Valley were 

dominated, as was most of North 

Ceredigion at one time by mining activity which 

continued throughout the 19th century, and 

into the 20th century before finally ending 

in 1933. This activity has left its mark on the 

landscape and this is still clearly seen today 

at Gwaith Goch Cwm Rheidol. During the 

mining period, apart from the turbine house 

which was used for power, most buildings 

were located on the valley sides and up to 

a few years ago the impressive remains of 

an early 19th century dressing plant were 

located here. However this has now been 

demolished, although some earlier stone 

structures including a crusher house remain.

C. Vale of Rheidol Railway
The Vale of Rheidol Railway is a narrow gauge 

railway which runs 11 ¾ miles from Devil’s 

Bridge to Aberystwyth. Opened in 1902, the 

original primary purpose of the line was to 

carry timber and ore from the Rheidol valley

to the sea and the main line railway at 

Aberystwyth.  By the time the railway 

opened, mining in Ceredigion was already in 

steep decline. However, a significant growth 

in tourism was under way and passengers 

soon became the principal traffic of the 

railway. The railway is a masterpiece of 

engineering as the narrow track gauge 

allows the railway to follow the contours of 

the terrain with many sharp curves and steep 

gradients which add to the railway’s charm.   
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1. About half a mile from Devil’s Bridge 

take the way-marked public foot path 

off the A4120 and climb up to the ridge. 

Continue along the ridge, keeping the fence 

line on your right. There are good views of the 

Rheidol Valley to your right and the Ystwyth 

Valley to your left.

2. At the white house take the stile and then 

use the second stile or the gateway if open.

3. Bear right along the minor road after 

passing Mynydd Bach chapel on your right.

4. Bear right when you join another 

minor road. (near Pumlumon View)

5. When this road forks follow the road to the 

left. 

6. After around 300m take the bridleway to 

your right. On a clear day there are some good 

views of Aberystwyth and also the mountain 

tops of Cadair Idris and Pumlumon.

7. Walk towards the trees and small ruin 

ahead. Take the gateway and follow the faint 

track along the ridge, keeping the fence line 

on your right and passing a small lake to your 

left.

8. Go through another two gates and then 

when you meet two gates next to each other 

take the gate to the right and continue on, 

through another two gateways.

   

9. Follow the track, which is boggy in places, 

down between two rows of trees, before 

joining the minor road which takes you up to 

the main A4120 road.

10. At the main road, turn right and then 

immediately take the bridleway to your left to 

take you down to the bottom of the Rheidol 

Valley.

11. After joining the minor road, bear right, 

crossing the railway track and continue 

along this road towards the Cwm Rheidol 

dam and reservoir, passing through the 

village of Aberffrwd, where you take the 

left fork. 

12. Shortly the dam and reservoir are in sight. 

At the sharp left corner, take the gate on the 

right into the woodland along the bank of the 

reservoir. There are a number of tracks in this 

section, for this walk use the Mynach way 

markers.

13. Follow the track through the woodland 

bearing right uphill. Then bear left, taking 

the track closest to the river and follow it up 

stream, crossing a stile before continuing 

through a field.

14. Stop by the green footbridge to admire 

the waterfalls, cross the stile and continue 

keeping the river on your left passing the fish 

ladder.

15. Walk through the field passing old mine

workings on your right. You can see Glyn 

Rheidol farmhouse on the other side of 

the river.

16. Continue climbing and take the stile into 

Coed Rheidol Nature Reserve taking you 

further away from the river into the 

woodland.

17.  On passing the back of a house you will 

see a second footbridge which you do not 

cross. Continue on, starting the climb back 

up the side of this steep valley to take you 

back to Devil’s Bridge.

18. As you continue up along the track you 

will see the remains of the Cwm Rheidol lead 

mines on the other side of the valley before 

crossing over the railway line and continuing 

up the steep climb. 

19. Continue your climb through the field 

up to the A4120 main road to the side a 

bungalow. To return to the village turn left. 
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